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Review: Full Issue

Fromental, Jean-Luc. Ten Little Penguins. Illustrated by Joelle Jolivet. Abrams Books for Young
Readers, 2010. ISBN 9780810995826. $17.95. 12 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Toys and Movable Books;
Subject: Penguins--Juvenile fiction; Counting--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Every child seems to like penguins! The adventure starts with 10 penguins, but with each
page turn, there are tabs to pull which cause one of the active penguins to disappear. As all of the
penguins are gone by the end of the book, the text calls them back to life with “0 penguins on the
ice to play. The sky is white and the ocean gray. You might think that the story's through, but here
comes one more surprise for you.” Lift up the flap! “Ten little penguins were playing tricks,
disappearing just for kicks! All you have to do is count to ten, and all the penguins come back
again!”
Children will love this penguin pop-up and action book. Fromental's rhyming text and
Jolivet's brightly colored illustrations will intrigue the young reader and also entertain the older
reader.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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DiCamillo, Kate and Alison McGhee. Bink & Gollie. Illustrated by Tony Fucile. Candlewick
Press, 2010. ISBN 9780763632663. $15.99. 81 p.
Reviewer: John B. Wright
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Humorous stories;
Subject: Friendship--Juvenile fiction; Adventure and adventurers--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Three quick stories and two best friends make for a delightful time reading. Bink is short,
squat, and has out-of-control hair. Gollie is tall, thin, and sophisticated. They both live in the same
tree, but in different tree houses: Bink is grounded, while Gollie is swinging in the high limbs. Best
friends can have a love for the same thing (like a speed-going roller skating) and can have a love of
different things as well (like eating pancakes or peanut-butter and jelly sandwiches; like going on
adventures or wearing brightly colored, zany socks; like having a fabulous pet or not). Celebrating
similarities and differences, and learning to compromise can make best friends marvelous
companions.
This Theodor Seuss Geisel Award winner is a great book for children learning to read (their
parents will love it too!). The witty, simple, and repetitive language as well as the fun, active
illustrations make it a worthy recipient of this award. Fucile’s fun illustrations are a visual
reminder of the themes of this book. All illustrations are black and white with grey shadings to
produce dimension. Color is thoughtfully added to emphasize what is important (the two friends
and the things they love) and helps move the stories along.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Pittau, Francisco. Out of Sight. Illustrated by Bernadatte Gervais. Chronicle, 2010. ISBN
9780811877121. $19.99. 13 p.
Reviewer: Marsha D. Broadway
Reading level: Preschool, primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informative; Lift-the-flap books--Specimens;
Subject: Animals--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Engaging facts about 50 animals are concealed by lift-up flaps that hint at the identity of
the animals beneath. Flaps reveal parts of silhouettes; prints of fur; paw prints; or peek-a-boo holes
for noses, eyes, or hooves. When the flap is lifted, readers discover an image of the animal, its
name, and a brief, interesting fact.
Originally published in French as Axinamu, this delightful interactive book is just right to
read and discuss before a trip to the zoo or to share anytime with young animals lovers. The flaps
are an invitation for a guessing game. Its large size and many flaps make the book a better choice
for a home library than a public one, but kids will return to its pages again and again.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Korb, Rena. My Stomach. Illustrated by Remy Simard. Magic Wagon, 2011. ISBN
9781602708105. $20.57. 32p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading level: Preschool, primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informative; Informational;
Subject: Stomach--Juvenile literature; Digestion--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Did you know that it takes a whole day to digest a turkey sandwich? Or that an adult's small
intestine is twenty feet long? My Stomach explains the process of digestion in a simple, clear
manner. The character, Jonas, guides us through the digestion of the turkey sandwich he ate for
lunch. After chewing the sandwich, Jonas swallows it down his esophagus to his stomach where it
is broken down further by special juices. The nutrients from the sandwich are absorbed as it moves
through the stomach and the intestines. Also included are interesting, little-known facts about our
everyday event of eating.
Remy Simard's illustrations are colorful and fun. The pictures are simple and minimalistic
and have captions explaining what different parts of the body are. My Stomach includes a glossary,
an index, and a link to more information on the web. This book is a good introduction to digestion
and would make an easy teaching tool for parents or teachers.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Lee, Suzy. Shadow. Illustrated by Suzy Lee. Chronicle, 2010. ISBN 9780811872805. $15.99. 35 p.
Reviewer: Marsha Broadway
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational; Stories without words
Subject: Shades and shadows--Juvenile fiction; Imagination in children--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
A young girl reaches overhead to click on a light in a dark attic. Her imagination takes over
as she creates shadow puppets by positioning her body and objects between the light and the floor.
A happy fantasy emerges from the shadows. Then a malevolent, wolf-like creature appears and
frightens the girl and her imagined characters. The wolf begins to cry as everyone flees from him.
The girl and her friends move closer and cheer him as they dance together. A call to dinner bids the
girl to turn out the light, and she waves goodbye. The attic goes black for a while. Another click by
an unseen source brings the attic creatures back to life in a dancing frolic.
This artfully-rendered, almost wordless story uses a horizontal presentation with the gutter
serving as the attic floor. The upper portion of the double-spread page provides the action; the
lower portion, the imaginative shadow story. The illustrations are done in charcoal, pencil,
watercolor, and yellow spray paint and are digitally manipulated. Yellow surrounds and eventually
envelopes the girl's imagination. As noteworthy as Lee’s Wave (2008), Shadow is a picture book to
revisit multiple times as it stirs creativity and imagination. Older readers will appreciate the art and
the symbols used in the story. Many young people will enjoy composing their own oral
interpretation of the story. Shadow is a first-purchase choice for school and public libraries and a
delightful springboard to shadow puppetry.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Viorst, Judith. Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day. The Dramatic
Publishing Company, 2000. 0871299798. $8.50. 76 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Plays; Humorous Plays;
Subject: Children’s plays; Children’s literature; Musicals;
Theme: Bad days happen to everyone.
Production Requirements: Variable. Need at least six rolling chairs, a rolling table, and a rolling
bed.
Acts: 1
Run Time: 1 hour
Characters: 7
Cast: 4 male, 3 female
Time Period: Present Day
This musical closely mirrors the children’s book of the same title and is adapted by the
book’s author. Alexander, a first grade boy, has a day where everything seems to go wrong—
arguments with former best friends, cavities, ugly new shoes, and kissing on TV. At the day’s
end, and with his mother’s help, Alexander realizes that bad days happen to everyone and that
with his family’s love he can endure them and look forward to better ones.
The author takes the fun and pathos of a beloved children’s book and translates it
wonderfully to the stage. Alexander is brought to life through clever staging and excellent
writing. Four ensemble characters play minor characters as well as inanimate objects that are
indeed out to get Alexander. The use of puppets also creates a fun world that young children will
enjoy. Staging can be complex or simple enough for a touring production. The music is adequate
although some songs seem to be thrown in just for the sake of having more songs and making the
play longer. The one attempt at audience participation—getting the audience to recite the title of
the play with Alexander—is somewhat forced.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Underwood, Deborah. The Quiet Book. Illustrated by Renata Liwska. Houghton Mifflin Books for
Children, 2010. ISBN 9780547215679. $12.95. 32 p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading level: Preschool, Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Picture Books;
Subject: Quietude--Juvenile fiction; Animals--Juvenile fiction; Day--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
The Quiet Book highlights the many different types of quiet that we experience in our
lives. These types include “jelly side down quiet,” “swimming underwater quiet,” “right before
you yell 'surprise!' quiet,” and “top of a roller coaster quiet.”
Underwood recognizes normally overlooked quiet moments which leave the reader
smiling and nodding in agreement. Each description is coupled with soft, muted pencil drawings
by Renata Liwska and depicts a group of animal characters acting out the quiet moments. The
Quiet Book is a calming bedtime storybook, good for both children and parents.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Beccia, Carlyn. I Feel Better with a Frog in My Thoat: History's Strangest Cures. Illustrated by
Carlyn Beccia. Houghton Mifflin, 2010. ISBN 9780547225708. $17.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Ruth-Anne Brown
Reading level: Preschool, Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Informational Books;
Subject: Therapeutics—History—Juvenile literature.; Traditional medicine—History—Juvenile
literature.; Medical misconceptions—History—Juvenile literature.; Books—Reviews;
Kids and adults alike will love to guess which crazy remedies used in the past actually
work. Sections include ancient cures for cough, cold, sore throat, wound, stomachache, fever, and
headache. After describing each remedy, the history and validity of each cure is revealed.
Remedies date back to the cavemen, ancient Egyptians, and Medieval period. Readers will love
learning about medical treatment like being shocked by an electric eel, eating dirt, and wearing a
necklace of worms.
Beccia scribes an entertaining book and illustrates it with colorful images of people
throughout history. Using painting-like mixed media images, Beccia hilariously depicts each
victim with a medicine of the time. Parents and teachers will have no problems getting any child to
sit still as they listen and participate in this read-aloud.
Volume 31, no.3 (January/February 2011)
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Hamilton, S. L. Xtreme Monsters: Werewolves. ABDO, 2010. ISBN 9781616134716. $25.65. 32 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informational Books;
Subject: Werewolves--Juvenile Literature; Books--Reviews;
They are creatures that have fascinated, and sometimes menaced, many people for
centuries. According to history, werewolves are man gone wolf, with a will to terrorize and a taste
for blood. However, modern-day science proves them either to be sufferers of hypertrichosis
(werewolf syndrome) or lycanthropes. At any rate, whatever these creatures may or may not be,
they have infused themselves into pop culture through books, films, and video games.
Hamilton is the author of many other Xtreme series books on a wide variety of subjects,
varying from dance to outer space. Xtreme Monsters: Werewolves is a stimulating display of
photographs, illustrations, and facts. However, this visual intensity in combination with its rather
halting format make for a slightly difficult read. On the other hand, the diverse information it
presents on werewolves is and would be useful and interesting in lesson plans around the time of
Halloween.
Volume 31, no 3 (January/February 2011)
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McCully, Emily Arnold. The Secret Cave: Discovering Lascaux. Illustrated by Emily Arnold
McCully. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010. ISBN 9780374366940. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informative; Informational books;
Subject: Lascaux Cave (France)--Juvenile literature; Art,
Prehistoric--France--Montignac--Juvenile literature; Cave
paintings--France--Montignac--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Jacques, Jojo, Simon and Marcel are young boys living in France in 1940. One day they
find the entrance to an underground tunnel and follow it deep inside to a cave. There the boys
discover dozens of early paintings made thousands of years ago. Bulls, bison, and hunters are
beautifully portrayed on the cave walls. Though Marcel wants to keep it a secret, the boys
eventually tell their teacher, and he recognizes what a treasure they have found. The paintings of
Lascaux are some of the best preserved early-human art ever found, making it a site of interest still
today.
Emily Arnold McCully has depicted these gorgeous paintings well, playing off the
darkness of the cave and the light of lanterns to bring out the rough colors and lines of the original
images. A fascinating look at one of history’s great accidental finds, The Secret Cave would serve
well in the classroom when talking about prehistoric peoples and their art.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Heide, Florence Parry. Dillweed's Revenge: A Deadly Dose of Magic. Illustrated by Carson Ellis.
Harcourst Publishing Company, 2010. ISBN 9780152063948. $16.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Cannot recommend
Genre: Informative; Occult fiction;
Subject: Revenge--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Dillweed wants to go on adventures, but his parents do not take him, and the maid and
butler who are left in charge in their absence make Dillweed do all the work. Dillweed works hard
and doesn’t complain, but once the maid tries to get rid of Skorped, Dillweed has had enough. He
uses magic and demons to get rid of the maid and butler. When Dillweed’s parents return home he
uses the same means to get rid of them.
Heide’s commentary on revenge is told in simple sentences. Because of the simple
language, much of the story is conveyed through the illustrations. Ellis has used pen ink and
gouache to depict the demonic action of this story, which, combined with the simple prose, make
the book more than disturbing. This book of how a child wrecks revenge on all his parental
guardians is not to be recommended.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Orlev, Uri. The Song of the Whales. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. ISBN 9780547257525.
$16.00. 112 p.
Reviewer: Lauren McMullan
Reading level: Primary, Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Fiction;
Subject: Grandfathers--Juvenile fiction; Dreams--Juvenile fiction; Jerusalem--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Michael is nine. He likes sculpting, reading, making friends with old people and collecting
odd things. Michael does not like moving to Jerusalem so that his parents can make sure they
inherit Grandpa’s fortune -- until he meets Grandpa. Grandpa likes books, collecting antiques, his
housekeeper and dreaming. The last of which is his gift. Grandpa can dream as no one else,
because he can bring people into his dreams. It is not long before Grandpa has moved in with
Michael and his parents so he can bring Michael into his dreams. Together they move through
Grandpa’s memory, imagination, and work. Grandpa’s dream work is to fix other’s dreams when
they come to him in need of help. It soon becomes clear that Grandpa is going to die soon. One
night he takes Michael into a dream where Michael is asked to fix his schoolmate’s dream.
Grandpa tells Michael when they wake that he has the gift of dreams too.
Orlev produces a delicate tale of the sweetness in relationships between the young and old.
Mingling in both dream world and “the really real world” this mellow but engaging story takes us
through the delight, terror, wisdom and confusion of the lessons we learn in our dreams with
remarkable clarity. It is a book that provides insights for all ages and radiates with a feeling of
depth that just one read through cannot capture completely.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Abdel-Fattah, Randa. Where the Streets Had a Name. Scholastic Press, 2010. ISBN
9780545172929. $17.99. 313 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Historical Fiction;
Subject: Palestinian Arabs; Arab-Israeli conflict; Family Life--Bethlehem; Books--Reviews;
Life for thirteen-year-old Hyaat and her Palestinian family has not been the same since
they watched their home being bulldozed to make way for a new highway in Jerusalem. They
moved to Bethlehem to make a new start, but they must obey random and lengthy curfews, show
identification cards at armed checkpoints, and obtain travel permits to leave the city. When
Hyaat’s grandmother says that she would feel better if she could touch the soil of her homeland
before she dies, Hyaat and her friend Sam set off to get some Jerusalem soil and bring it back in a
humus jar. Although the dangerous journey is short in distance, they don’t arrive home until after
dark due to the checkpoints and rules which divide the Palestinian and Israeli cultures.
Told in first-person by Hyaat, Where the Streets Had a Nave gives readers an insightful
view of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from the eyes of a Palestinian family. The process of Hyatt
and Sam’s journey to Jerusalem is slow paced, but it is strategically done and leads to a powerful
climax. Hyaat sums up the theme of the book by saying: “In the end we are all of us only human
beings who laugh the same, and that one day the world will realize that we simply want to live as a
free people, with hope and dignity and purpose.” A brief glossary at the end of the book defines the
few Arabic words that are sprinkled throughout the text.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Lord, Cynthia. Touch Blue. Scholastic, 2010. ISBN 9780545035316. $16.99. 186 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary Realistic Fiction;
Subject: Foster home care--Juvenile fiction; Luck--Juvenile fiction; Islands--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Eleven-year-old Tess lives on an island off of Maine, where her father makes a living fishing for
lobsters. When the state threatens to shut down the local school due to too few students, the
islanders take in foster kids to boost their student numbers. Among these is Aaron, thirteen and
jaded, who lives with Tess’s family. At first his relationship with the island and its inhabitants is
rocky, but with the help of his musical talent and a little conniving from Tess, he is able to open up
through performance. Tess schemes up a plan to get Aaron’s mother to come to one of the
performances in secret, hoping that seeing her will make Aaron want to stay. Aaron realizes that
his mom can’t take care of him and decides to stay on the island while still maintaining a
relationship with his mother.
This charming novel, from a Newbery Honor author, comes to life through an earnest and quirky
narrator. Deeply concerned with having good luck, Tess is always wishing on things or quoting
sayings in order to give her plans the best chance of working out. Along with luck are themes of
family, friendship, and understanding one’s self even in the face of change. Lovely writing and a
beautiful setting make this a thoughtful yet fun read for middle grade readers, especially ones with
new foster or adopted siblings.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth. Illustrated by Kinney, Jeff. Amulet, 2010.
ISBN 9780810984912. $13.95. 217 p.
Reviewer: Ruth-Anne Brown
Reading Level: Intermediate;
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction;
Subject: Maturation (Psychology)--Juvenile fiction; Family life--Juvenile fiction;
Friendship--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Greg Heffley has it made with his less-than-intelligent best friend Rowley to do all his
work for him. That is until Rowley quits. Greg tries to find a replacement, but no one can cut it.
After a lonely year with many domestic and social changes, Greg and Rowley end up friends once
more.
Kinney creates a too-close to the truth middle school experience. Kids will love
illustrations on every page and the relatable events of Greg's life. The large print and numerous
drawings make this book a quick read.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Spradlin, Michael. The Youngest Templar: Keeper of the Grail. G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2008. ISBN
9780399247637. $17.99. 248 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Historical Fiction;
Subject: Knights and Knighthood --Juvenile Fiction; Grail --Juvenile Fiction; Crusades --Third,
1189-1192 --Juvenile Fiction; Books--Reviews;
Tristan has been living at St. Alban’s monastery his whole life. When Tristan is fifteen, a
Templar knight named Sir Thomas, asks Tristan to become his squire. While preparing for the
Crusades, Tristan is introduced to King Richard. Tristan and the Templar knights are sent to the
Holy Land to defend the Christian settlements from Saladin. During a losing battle, Sir Thomas
reveals to Tristan that he has the Holy Grail and entrusts the grail to Tristan to take it to a Scottish
monastery. Tristan escapes the battle and heads to the last Christian harbor to secure a passage
back to England. A King’s Archer, Robard Hode, joins Tristan on his quest. While protecting
themselves from bandits, they wound a Saladin assassin, Maryam. Tristan and Robard help heal
Maryam. She feels indebted to them and joins the group. When the group arrives at the Christian
port city, Tyre, Tristan hides the grail and seeks the Templar headquarters. However, Tristan and
Robard are betrayed and imprisoned. Maryam helps Tristan and Robard escape, and Tristan
retrieves the grail with the help of a dog. Tristan secures a boat to take them all back to England.
The boat heads into a dangerous storm that causes Tristan to fall overboard.
Spradlin’s story is well paced and expertly written. Readers can see how much research
was involved in creating the story. Keeper of the Grail is part one of a trilogy. The second book is
entitled Trail of Fate.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol31/iss3/31

16

Review: Full Issue

Spradlin, Michael. The Youngest Templar: Trail of Fate. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2009. ISBN
9780399247644. $17.99. 272 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Historical Fiction
Subject: Knights and knighthood--Juvenile fiction; France--History--Philip II Augustus,
1180-1223--Juvenile fiction; Grail--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Tristan is discovered by a group of riders after he is washed up in Southern France. The
group’s leader is Celia, a beautiful girl whose people are being persecuted by the Catholic Church
for being Cathars. Robard and Maryam discover the group and are reunited with Tristan again. The
two groups separate, but Tristan, Robard, and Maryam meet up with a regiment tracking Celia’s
group. Tristan and his friends decide to help Celia and her people. They travel to Celia’s fortress
home, Montségur, to find it under attack. The group sneaks in and helps defend it from the
Catholic fighters. However, Sir Hugh turns up to aid the attackers, capture Tristan, and take the
Grail. Tristan discloses his quest to his friends, and Celia helps Tristan, Robard, and Maryam
escape to Calais. But, once they arrive in Calias to cross the English Channel, Sir Hugh is there to
imprison the group in Eleanor of Aquitaine’s castle. While trying to escape, Maryam is captured
again. Sir Hugh promises to hang Maryam unless Tristan comes forward with the Grail—except,
Tristan has captured Eleanor to barter for Maryam’s life and their group’s freedom.
Spradlin’s second book holds up even better than the first in creating excitement, suspense,
and strong character development. Readers will cheer Tristan and his friends on in their journey to
keep the Holy Grail safe. The next and final book in the trilogy is The Youngest Templar: Orphan
of Destiny.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Spradlin, Michael. The Youngest Templar: Orphan of Destiny. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2010. ISBN
9780399247651. $17.99. 258 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Historical fiction;
Subject: Grail--Juvenile fiction; Middle Ages--Juvenile fiction;
Europe--History--476-1492--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Tristan, Robard, Maryam, and Angel escape Sir Hugh and Eleanor of Aquitaine’s clutches.
As they make their way home through Scotland, a blacksmith named Little John joins their group.
The group decides to visit to St. Alban’s monastery, but Sir Hugh’s men had already murdered the
monks and burned the monastery down. One monk, the deaf and mute Brother Tuck, survived and
he joins the group as well. The party continues on and arrives at Robard’s home: Sherwood. There,
they find a Shire Reeve is persecuting Robard’s people with exorbitant taxes. Tristan and Maryam
help Robard protect Sherwood’s people and scare off the Shire Reeve. After things are settled
there, the group continues on to Rosslyn, Scotland. Once they arrive, they find that Sir Hugh’s men
have overthrown the city. Tristan sneaks inside, but the person he wants to find is dead. When
Tristan returns, he finds that Sir Hugh has captured his friends. Tristan challenges Sir Hugh with a
duel and kills him. A group of good Templar knights come to their rescue. Tristan gives the Grail
to the correct priest for safekeeping and receives a letter left by Sir Thomas. In it, Tristan finds out
that he is a son of a king. Tristan decides to become a Templar knight.
Spradlin’s final book in the Youngest Templar series is a great ending to a wonderfully
written story. It is enjoyable to see Spradlin’s spin on the Robin Hood legend unfold throughout
the three books. Teens and young adults will enjoy the adventures of Tristan and his friends.
Volume 31, no. 3 (January/February 2011)
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Langrish, Katherine. The Shadow Hunt. HarperCollins, 2010. ISBN 9780061116766. $16.99. 336
p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy Fiction;
Subject: Anglo-Welsh culture—Juvenile fiction; Superstition—Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Wolf, in escaping the abuses of an abbey school, falls into the tempestuous favors of Lord
Hugo of La Motte Rouge when he brings him Elfgift, an elfchild. Lord Hugh, infatuated with the
idea that his dead wife is in Elfland, orders Wolf to teach the youngster how to speak and to
thereby lead Lord Hugo in Elfland by the New Year—or else. Nest, Lord Hugo’s daughter, forms
a friendship with Wolf and together they try to teach Elfgift. However, the arrival of Halewyn, the
mysterious jester from Lord Hugo’s crusade past who first awakened this obsession, throws more
than a shadow upon the occupants of La Motte Rouge. It is up to Wolf and Nest to protect Elfgift
and to Lord Hugo to sacrifice himself to redeem them all from Halewyn’s grasp.
Langrish, author of the Troll Trilogy books, recreates medieval Britain with a naturally
supernatural bend in this American Library Association’s nominee for the Best Fiction for Young
Adults 2011 list. Solidly grounded in Anglo-Welsh medieval history, Langrish masterfully weaves
its conglomerate culture of pagan Christianity into a psychologically probing tale of superstition,
good versus evil, acceptance, and redemption. Every character is infinite and yet realistically
human, and the language is worded to keep young readers with a love for history turning pages in
utter suspense to the very end.
Volume 31, no.3 (January/February 2011)
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Klise, Kate. Grounded. Feiwel and Friends, 2010. ISBN 9780312570392. $16.99. 196p.
Reviewer: Lauren McMullan
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Juvenile Fiction;
Subject: Grief—Juvenile fiction; Swindlers and swindling—Juvenile fiction; Books—Reviews;
Daralynn lost her daddy, brother, and little sister in a plane crash. At first it does not feel
real—Aunt Josie’s tears, Mother’s new job styling dead people’s hair, and Grandmother’s slowly
deteriorating mind. However, life continues, Mother opens up her own hair salon, and summer
begins. Because her mother has become brusque and angry, Daralynn doesn’t feel like she can talk
to her. When a crematorium opens right next to Aunt Josie’s retirement home, Daralynn becomes
suspicious of the owner, Clem. She starts her own investigation of him and reveals him as a
swindler and heart-breaker. In the process, she re-awakens herself and her mother to what it means
to be alive.
With characters as developed and lovable as those found in Richard Peck’s A Year Down
Yonder, and with a story that masterfully weaves together love, humor, healing, mystery and loss,
Grounded is, quite simply, a terrific book. For anyone who has experienced loss, Grounded offers
sound and hopeful insights. This is a marvelous book to read-aloud in the classroom and spark
discussion about what students value in their life—or what keeps them grounded.
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Olson, Thomas. Sherlock Holmes and the Baker Street Irregulars. Plays for Young Audiences,
2009. ISBN and price: Contact Publisher. 75 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Adventure Plays; Detective and Mystery Plays, Humorous Plays;
Subject: Sherlock Holmes—Juvenile drama; The Baker Street irregulars—Juvenile drama; Giant
rat of Sumatra—Juvenile drama; Plays—Reviews;
Theme: Paying attention to details yields results.
Production Requirements: Extensive set and some lighting; several locations; period costumes
and props.
Acts: 2
Run Time: 90 minutes
Characters: 7 female, 14 male
Time Period: early 1900s
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson go up against an evil professor who has kidnapped
Princess Victoria and is threatening to destroy London. While solving the case, Holmes must
also deal with the effects of a bite from a giant, poisonous rat. To his aid come Prince Edward
and a famous actress as well as a group of young boys—the Baker Street Irregulars. As everyone
works together, and with the help of Holmes’ brilliant deduction skills, the Princess is found, the
city is saved, and Holmes recovers from the poison.
This play joins attempts made by other authors to tell the story of the “Giant Rat of
Sumatra” which is referenced in Doyle’s The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire as a “story for
which the world is not yet prepared.” The script is written well and in the style of a Sherlock
Holmes mystery. However, not much is done to adapt it for young audiences; they will likely be
confused throughout the performance. The inclusion of the Baker Street Irregulars characters
seems to have an attempt to make it a TYA piece. The play includes a large cast covering a
variety of ages and is suitable for a community or family theatre to produce. The production
requirements are somewhat extensive as the play takes place in many different locations.
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Hahn, Mary Downing. The Ghost of Crutchfield Hall. Clarion, 2010. ISBN 978-0547385600.
$17.00. 153 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Ghost stories;
Subject: Orphans—Juvenile fiction; Ghosts—Juvenile fiction; Brothers and sisters—Juvenile
fiction; Books—Reviews;
Sophia is dead. Florence Crutchfield learns this when fortune knocks on the door of Miss
Medleycoate’s Home for Orphan Girls. This news takes her to live at Crutchfield Hall with her
great-uncle. Even though her uncle is kind, the accident that took her cousin, Sophie, has left its
deathly pall over the house, from great-aunt Eugenie’s bitterness to cousin James’s state as an
invalid. However, the grave cannot keep Sophie from returning to Crutchfield. She demands what
she believes is her due, and it may take all of Florence’s will to prevent disaster—and further loss
of life.
Hahn, author of over forty award-winning books, takes readers for another chilling spin in
this literarily savvy ghost tale. While the plot is predictable and one cannot completely suspend
disbelief, her talent with the written word more than compensates for the shortcomings. A master
of diction, Hahn diffuses images into the barest corners of prose, making this story one absorbing
read.
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Review: Full Issue

DiTerlizzi, Tony. The Search for WondLa. Illustrated by DiTerlizzi, Tony. Simon & Schuster,
2010. ISBN 9781442413030. $17.99. 466 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading level: Young adult; Intermediate;
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Science fiction;
Subject: Science fiction; Human-alien encounters--Juvenile fiction; Identity--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Eva Nine has never seen the outside world. She has lived in the Sanctuary with Muthr
—her caretaker robot—below ground. One day an alien huntsman, Besteel, destroys the Sanctuary
in search of Eva. She escapes only to find animals and life forms she had never seen of heard of
before. Eva is captured by Besteel, along with another creature, Rovender. With the help of a water
bear, Otto, Eva and Rovender escape. Eva returns to her Sanctuary to retrieve Muthr. Eva’s plan is
to go to Solas, a city, to see if any humans still exist on this planet. But Eva is captured again by
Besteel and taken to Queen Ojo of Solas to become part of her permanent museum exhibit. Eva
escapes the museum and meets up with Muthr , Otto, and Rovender. They hear of a human
archeological site in the Wastelands. They travel there to find clues to the human whereabouts.
Besteel tracks them down but is killed. Muthr is destroyed while trying to save Eva. Rovender
promises to protect Eva, but a spaceship lands nearby and a human boy exits to take Eva back to
where the other humans are.
DiTerlizzi has created a very complex read that is beautifully written and gorgeously
illustrated. But young readers be warned, this is a violent read. Many animals are killed and the
details are explicit about their demise. The book has certain illustrations, when shown on a
webcam, will become a 3D map of the story. Science fiction fans will enjoy this first book in a
series.
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Schutz, Samantha. You Are Not Here. PUSH, 2010. ISBN 9780545169110. $17.99. 295 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary Realistic Fiction;
Subject: Loss (Psychology)--Juvenile Fiction; Grief--Juvenile Fiction; Death--Juvenile Fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Annaleah thought she was in love. Brian swept her off her feet, into a romantic and daring
but secret relationship. Then Brian dies unexpectedly, and Annaleah cannot seek comfort with his
family or his friends. She is alone. She spends weeks in grief, visiting Brian’s grave every day,
talking to him, looking for signs, and trying to understand why he wanted to keep the two of them
a secret. One day she thinks he’s trying to tell her to get a job. She does, and meets Ethan, a cook at
a pizza parlor. He is friendly, and likes her, but Annaleah is confused. Can she really move on?
Finally she realizes that she’ll never know why Brian acted the way he did or what would have
happened with their relationship. She can’t change that, though, and so she learns to continue on
with her life, even though it is hard.
Schutz has written a beautiful story in verse. She addresses the issues of death and
heartbreak well. You Are Not Here deals with surprisingly complex issues, not just the death of a
boyfriend, but also trying to understand bad relationships and why people have disappeared from
our lives. Though the pacing is a little slow and the issues heavy through the first half of the book,
the story and characters are redeemed by the end, making this a thoughtful read. Some content and
language make this book would fit best for mature readers.
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Review: Full Issue

Gill, David Macinnis. Black Hole Sun. Greenwillow, 2010. ISBN 9780061673054. $16.99. 352 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading level: Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Science Fiction;
Subject: Mars (Planet)--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Durango is a mercenary on colonized Mars, but after a plague swept through Earth things
have gone sour on the red planet. With a CEO father who raised him to someday rule the planet,
Durango once stood out. Now Durango is just an average Regulator looking for work. He finds it
when some miners, the lowest of the social classes, come looking for protection from the Draeu,
fearsome humanoid cannibals. He gets together a team and heads out, only to find some snags in
the mission. The Draeu are after a nameless treasure from the miners. Eventually the Draeu are
defeated, and the strange treasure--fearsome bug-like creatures that were once used in war--are
released from the mines, leaving ends loose for a second book.
Black Hole Sun has a great cast of characters to accompany the sarcastic Durango
including his right-hand girl Vienne, and a snarky A.I. named Mimi. Although the book starts out
strong with lots of action and a great voice, things slow once they reach the mines. The plot Gill
has created is exciting, with a fallen government and a colonized Mars. However, the world wasn’t
explained quite as well as it could have been, leading to some confusion that causes the reader to
almost miss some key revelations in the plot, such as the miner’s treasure. Overall, Black Hole Sun
is a nice addition to the YA market with a fresh male voice and a world readers will find
interesting.
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Henry, April. Girl, Stolen. Henry Holt, 2010. ISBN 9780805090055. $16.99. 215 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary Realistic Fiction;
Subject: Kidnapping--Juvenile fiction; Blind--Juvenile fiction; Fathers and sons--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
When Cheyenne stays in the car while her mom picks up some anti-biotic for her
pneumonia, she thinks everything will be fine. That is, until someone else gets into the unlocked
car and drives away with her still curled up in the back seat. To make matters worse, Cheyenne is
blind as well as sick, leaving her almost helpless. Her captor, Griffin, had no intention of
kidnapping her and hopes his dad Roy, a carjacker, will just let her go. Then they find out
Cheyenne is the daughter of Nike’s president, and Roy gets greedy. Griffin is sure Roy will let her
go once they get the ransom, but Cheyenne isn’t so sure, and escapes by knocking out Griffin, who
has been as kind to her as he can. After a blind run through the woods Roy catches her, and she has
to drive his car blind and escapes.
Henry has written a masterful story, full of suspense, subtlety, and surprises. The
characters feel real, even the so-called “kidnapper,” Griffin, who is complex and sympathetic as he
is under the thumb of his father. The danger of the Cheyenne’s situation is only heightened by her
blindness, making this a fast-paced read. Clean and captivating, Girl, Stolen would be a great read
for any teen, especially reluctant readers used to the thrills of television crime shows.
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Madigan, L. K.. The Mermaid's Mirror. Houghton Mifflin, 2010. ISBN 978054719491. $16.00.
320p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy Fiction;
Subject: Mermaids--Juvenile fiction; Identity--Juvenile fiction; Surfing--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Lena has always wanted to learn to surf, so as a sixteenth birthday present to herself, Lena
secretly starts taking lessons. She keeps the knowledge from her parents, as well as the fact that she
is frequently sleep-walking down to the seashore. When Lena sees a mermaid in the ocean, she
considers the possibility that she is going crazy. However, after finding a box hidden in her father’s
room, Lena learns that her real mother (her father’s first wife who had supposedly drowned in the
ocean) was a mermaid. Upon learning this, Lena and her mother are reunited, and Lena joins her
mother for a time in the mermaid village. Lena eventually realizes, however, that while she loves
her mother, she can’t abandon those on land who are mourning her loss. She returns to live with
them, but carries with her a strengthened confidence and understanding about who she really is.
This coming-of-age story is unique in that Lena is no average teenager; she’s
half-mermaid. But the lessons she learns about love, trust, and family are lessons that any teenager
can relate to. Madigan has done a great job at developing believable and compelling characters.
The mermaid village and lifestyle is intricate, but only the last fourth of the novel explores that
underwater world. The ending felt slightly rushed and unsatisfying, but this book is a quick and
enjoyable read which opens a world of imagination to the reader.
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Westerfeld, Scott. Behemoth. Illustrated by Keith Thompson. Simon Pulse, 2010. ISBN
9781416971757. $18.99. 485 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Science fiction;
Subject: Imaginary creatures--Juvenile fiction; War--Juvenile fiction; Genetic engineering-Fiction; Books--Reviews;
In an alternate WWI scenario, the living British airship, Leviathan, arrives in Istanbul to
convince the sultan to support the Darwinists. While negotiating with the sultan Deryn, a british
girl disguised as a soldier, helps Alek, the Prince of Hapsburg, escape from the Leviathan. But
instead of fleeing from Istanbul, Alek feels that he must stay and support the underground
resistance group—The Committee of Union and Progress (CUP)—to bring down Germany’s
influence. Deryn is sent on a secret mission to destroy kraken nets set up by the German navy.
Once the nets are down, England’s newest fabricated sea monster, Behemoth, can destroy the
German ships that are blocking supplies to the Russian army and threatening the Leviathan.
Once her mission is done, Deryn joins up again with Alek and helps the CUP destroy a Tesla
cannon. Returning to the Leviathan, Alek and Deryn return to the Leviathan, but now Deryn’s
secret and Alek’s chance to regain the throne may be compromised.
Westerfeld’s sequel is an original retelling of history through a science fiction standpoint.
Alek and Deryn are well-developed characters set in the genre of “steampunk” literature. These
books may not be for young readers because of the violence and sophisticated science. This is
the second book in the Leviathan trilogy.
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MacColl, Michaela. Prisoners in the Palace. Chronicle, 2010. ISBN 9780811873000. $16.99. 367 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Historical fiction;
Subject: Household employees—Juvenile fiction; Self-reliance—Juvenile fiction; Victoria, Queen
of Great Britain, 1819-1901—Childhood and youth—Juvenile fiction; Books—Reviews;
Liza, seventeen, is ready to make her debut into London society when her parents are killed
in a carriage accident. Left penniless, she finds work as maid to Princess Victoria at Kensington
Palace. Her job quickly escalates into more, though, when she becomes a spy and confident to the
sheltered and nearly friendless princess. Victoria’s mother and Sir John (a friend of Victoria’s
mother) keep tight control over Victoria in hopes of remaining in power once she is crowned
queen. Liza, the princess’ only ally, enlists the help of a reporter and a boy living in the walls of the
palace to spread gossip about the terrible Sir John. Though not all of their plans work out, Liza is
eventually able to help send Sir John packing, keep Victoria an independent woman, and find true
love for herself.
In this impeccably researched debut novel, MacColl weaves an enticing story of scandal,
gossip, romance, and independence. The main character, Liza, is a strong-willed heroine that teen
readers will love. Victoria is at times selfish and immature, but she manages to stay endearing,
especially as she grows through the novel. While Liza and other characters are fictional, MacColl
stays true to many of the events in Victoria’s life, and portrays them all with spice and excitement.
Fast-paced and charming, Prisoners in the Palace is a wonderful historical fiction read and a great
introduction for teens wanting to learn more about one of England’s most beloved queens.
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Raczka, Bob. Guyku: A Year of Haiku for Boys. Illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds. Houghton
Mifflin, 2010. ISBN 9780547240039. $14.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Lauren Bangerter
Reading level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary, Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informative; Poetry;
Subject: Boys--Juvenile poetry; Children's poetry, American; Seasons--Juvenile poetry;
Books--Reviews;
“The wind and I play / tug-of-war with my new kite. / The wind is winning,” and “Hey,
who turned off all / the crickets? I’m not ready / for summer to end,” are just two of the many
thought-provoking and illustrative haikus contained in Raczka’s Guyku. This book is filled with
fun, imaginative haikus (poems that consist of three lines containing 5 syllables, 7 syllables, and 5
syllables respectively) that cover memorable moments from every season of the year.
Raczka has done a magnificent job at combining deep, intriguing poetry with the
quirkiness and spontaneity of boyhood. Each haiku is excellently paired with a watercolor
illustration by Reynolds, and the reader can’t stop turning pages to see which other clever, special
moments the haikus will capture next.
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